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India in the Emerging International Order

The international politics has gone through veritable changes
in the current decades. The changes have impacted the perception of foreign
policy making and also the style of conducting of foreign policy. The content of
foreign policy making and its implementation across the globe have witnessed
very different functioning, moving away from the traditional precepts of
understanding foreign policy ideas. India has also been impacted by the
changing nature of the international order and the diverse variables at play
that determine the course of foreign policy. In short, Indian foreign policy of
late has been trying to balance out the old determinants and the newer ones.
The cold war is past now. The question of polarity has also attained a different
meaning with the arrival of different nations like new players and newer power
blocs. The questions around ideology and its representations, functions and
competitions have become ambiguous though the debate between realism and
ideology still haunts the international order. The debates about international
order emanating from the idea and processes of globalization have also evolved
into the phenomenon of neo-globalization. The acrimonious debates of the first
decades of globalization have apparently subsided, making significant aspects
of the process of globalization a way of life all across the world. Thus the
debates riveted on the international order and globalization have achieved

newer forms.

One of the most important characters of the current international order is the
economic connectivity among the nation states and the related question of
accessibility and utilization of technology. Economic connectivity between
nation states and their varying degrees have become lately the sharpest point
in conducting International politics. Transfer of money has become extremely
easy thus investments are up for grabs. The issue of economic connectivity is a

two way sword; it cuts both at the international as well as at the domestic



levels. Visibility of the hitherto closed nations has increased. The investment
mechanisms have become liberalized. Markets have become more
interconnected yet representing different demands which are met through
inviting investments from all across the globe. Investors on the other hand
have their own assessments about nations at play and their domestic political
order. Thus destinations for investments are either readily available or
conducive political contexts are sought. The traditional competitions for
resource grabs have not ceased yet; though the meaning of resources have
changed considerably. The resources like intelligence have become more
intangible. With a more interconnected world, information and communication
have become more open and accessible. Technology has made it possible for a
substantive number of humanity to generate, gather and disseminate
intelligence. There is a huge pool of organized and unorganized agencies both
in the shape of institutions and private individuals in every corner of the world
with required analytics to handle such intelligence. Thus the traditional role of
information has morphed into contemporary modes of intelligence where nation
states are not just proprietors but buyers as well. This phenomenon is shaping

world politics pretty rapidly and posing different challenges before us.

Thus contemporary international order is fast changing in
matters of functioning. Traditional modes are being packaged in contemporary
versions. Hence, to assess foreign relations or international politics we have to
take into consideration the current contexts. Policy briefs able to throw light on
the current context to come up with tangible options for conducting foreign

policy on short or long term are therefore called for.

Indian foreign policy is also at the crossroads. It is for a long
time that India has been positioned just outside the loop of the most active
bustling of international activity. The reality of having India striving to realize
its own priorities coincide with the fact of India appearing late on multiple
fronts. This is explained by factors that are both international and of India’s

own making. This proposal would like to identify five heads, under which



India’s position in the international order can be deliberated upon to assess the

current context and to arrive at some ideas about how India needs to position

herself for future.

1)

2)

Unresolved Issues: There are a plethora of unresolved issues directly
and indirectly related to the question of security, which are very relevant
for India. The issues include border disputes with Pakistan and China in
particular though such disputes are there with Bangladesh as well.
India’s conflict with Pakistan, however, goes beyond the border problem
and poses a constant security problem for India of various kinds
including terrorism. The question of China is a pretty complex one for
India. Sino-Indian border dispute is still a haunting issue that escalates
tensions at the military level intermittently. The Sino-Pakistan strategic
alliance is the immediate security challenge that India faces. China is
already a global player and India gravitates to competitive scenarios with
China. China also poses problems related to influence building in the
South East Asian region where India’s policy priorities had been set
through Look East Policy during the past decades and has been turned
into Act East Policy recently.

Policy Fundamentals: India had been quite categorical in identifying its
foreign policy fundamentals after independence. The then international
setting was comprised of factors such as anti-colonialism, situating itself
within the bi-polar set up of the Cold War and the like. The
fundamentals were set keeping in view the priorities of a new nation in
terms of resource interests and survival of a new nation. Non-alignment
was integral to the Cold War. Now, the world has changed and so have
the factors needed to understand positions and purposes of nation
states. Non-alignment has become segmental rather than being general.
Economic connectivity undoubtedly forces nation states to engage more
with each other. India is no exception. India might have opened her

economy late but the aspirations of the nation to graduate to the high



3)

table of global diplomacy have caught the fancy of its policy makers. It is
thus necessary to review India’s policy fundamentals set in the post
independence context, particularly given the need for economic
integration with the international community of democratic states and

for development.

Contemporary Standing: India’s contemporary standing can be
identified in three orbits. The first orbit would contain the neighboring
states. That includes South Asian nations and should include the
adjoining regions of South East Asia too. There is a need to understand
that many engagements pertaining to connectivity cannot be
implemented if the South Asian neighbors are not treated in conjunction
with South East Asian nations, especially those related to investments,
infrastructures and development. India faces stiff competition from
China in matters of economic as well as political influence. However,
apart from competition with China, India also a need to build financial

credibility and decisiveness to push through this region.

The second orbit is a space for international power play. This orbit
contains developed nations, economically and militarily powerful nations
and major developments requiring positioning and posturing. If fixing
ties with states with which India has historical relations is important, it
is also important to situate foreign policy in contemporary concerns.
India needs to place itself tactically within this orbit. It would be
important for India to decide where to participate in the arena of big
power politics and where not to. But the main question would be to set
fundamental parameters and ideas related to engagement or
disengagement. One thing is for sure that contemporary parameters have
to be new. They cannot fall back on the past patterns. So it is important

to set fresh principles.



4)

The third orbit is about India’s standing in the international institutions,
like the United Nations, regional organizations, sub-regional platforms
and international economic organizations. India seeks a permanent seat
at the Security Council along with certain other developing nations. It is
for India to decide whether this is for status or being a representative of
the developing world. As far as regional and sub-regional organizations
are concerned, they represent the most active form of diplomatic
missions currently. The importance of regional and sub-regional
organizations is augmenting, thus active and judicious participation of
India in these platforms has become more important than ever. The most
important international institutional platforms are the economic ones.
The World Bank, International Monetary fund, Doha Rounds and the like
are the platforms where the concerned issues are both international and
domestic. Economic policy decisions do not coincide or follow
geographical boundaries. On one hand, there is a well argued demand for
liberalizing the economy more and on the other there is the need to make
policies such that do not fall on the wrong side of the world economy or
increase domestic plight, especially, given the uncompromising positions
of the northern nation’s vis-a-vis agricultural subsidy, environment and
sensitive issues related to development. Thus India’s contemporary
standing is more multifaceted and requires careful handling to take India

forward.

International Politics-Domestic Politics interface: More India
increases it stakes at the international level, more the interface between
the international and domestic becomes important. Thus a more
responsible and accountable domestic political set up is required.
Aspiration and assertion at the international level demand a broad
domestic political consensus whereby changes in the government would
not matter in case of foreign policy. It is also to be noted in this context

that this interface does not have any fixed character. Rather this



interface is a activity in itself. It is wrong to think that international
aspiration is all about the domestic order. Rather there is a need to
understand that international aspiration would also mean building
international stakes within the country. The stakes such as those would
come through the commercial linkages and demand robust law and order
conditions. Bureaucratic hassles need to be abolished. India has to
emerge as one market, and this requires abolishing financial regimes
which are contrary to liberalizing markets. Liberalizing markets would
democratize the market space thereby liberating private investors.
Making individuals autonomous and incentive driven would open up the
country to newer areas of international engagements. So there is a dire
need to give the domestic scenario a new shape and create new
sensibility about the domestic basis of a country’s international

aspirations.
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The Subjectivity: Analyzed above are the factors that are tangible in
nature. But an aspiring nation poised to take a leap might not just be
thinking about the tangible things. Tangible factors are good to deal with
but exclusive dependence on them risks foreign policy to assume a fire
brigade’ approach. The question thus would be whether an aspiring
nation can sustain its vision. The ‘Fire Brigade’ approach might be fine
for momentary issues but there is a need to rethink about the principles
on which our foreign policy would be based. Because when battle lines
are drawn (not in the sense of war exclusively) issues become complex
and challenging. When India will be required to take up positions, the
‘fire brigade’ approach would not help. Thus, besides the tangible factors,
India also faces the challenge to draw up some sustaining ideas about its

international position and status. India badly needs a world view.

Thus India’s role in the emerging international order is a two-way process.
India needs to take itself to the International order and also needs to allow the

International order to build stakes both in and in relation to India. This



proposal envisions a Conference on the said theme. The parts of the

Conference and the Theme can be arranged thus:

India in the Emerging International Order

Sl.No Sub-Themes Subject Matter

1. | The Past and the

Contemporary

2. | India’s Engagement

with Neighbors

3. | India’s Engagement

with Global Powers

4. |India in Regional
and Sub-Regional

Organizations

5. | India’s Economic

Engagement

6. | Domestic

Imperatives of
Contemporary
Indian Foreign
Policy

Venue of the Conference: St. Joseph's College, North Point, Darjeeling, West
Bengal

Dates of the Conference: November 02, 2015 to November 03, 2015
Deadline for abstract submission: August 25, 2015

Announcement of selected abstracts: September 5, 2015




Last date for the submission of full length papers or summary of papers (max word
limit: 2500 - 6000): October 5, 2015
Information for presenters: Title and abstract of the papers may be submitted on
or before 25th August, 2015. Abstracts must include the introduction of the topic
that includes its importance, originality, focus and timeliness; short biography of
the expert/speakers, tentative titles, the organizations they represent and the
potential for informative and controversial discussion (max word limit 150-200).
Presentation Time: 10 minutes.
Matter sent in soft copy will be greatly appreciated.
Address for Sending the Abstracts:

I. conference@jair.net.in

II. padamnepal@gmail.com
III. imankalyanlahiri@gmail.com
Full papers/abstracts, with title or topic (as applicable), should include presenter's
name, residence and university/agency address and email information.

Registration Fees: Rs. 500.00 9Five Hundred) only
For Registration Details/Accommodation etc write us at: info@jair.net.in

Contacts:

1. Dr. Imankalyan Lahiri
General Secretary
Jadavpur Association of International relations
(JAIR)
Email: imankalyanlahiri@gmail.com

2. Dr. Padam Nepal
Head, Department of Political Science
St. Joseph’s College, North Point, Darjeeling
Email: padamnepal@gmail.com

Dr. Imankalyan Lahiri
General Secretary, JAIR
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IDSA, New Delhi. Prior to IDSA, she was Coordinator (Research) with South Asian Centre for
Strategic Studies, New Delhi (1996-99) also the Editor, South Asia Watch (1997-1999). She has
been recipient of the Kodikara Fellowship (1997); She was selected for International Visitors
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L ':
Professor Radharaman Chakrabarti

Formerly, the first Vice Chancellor, Netaji Subhas Open University (Novemeber 1997 to
November 2001), Dr Radharaman Chakrabarti (b. 9 December 1939) is currently Project
Director, UNESCO-supported Programme on International Understanding for Human Unity, at
Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Culture, Golpark, Kolkata. He was the Swami Vivekananda
Chair Professorship in Social Science, at the University of Calcutta. In his professional capacity
as a specialist in International Relations, he has been since 2006 the All India President of JAIR
(Jadavpur Association of International Relations). The ICSSR has recently nominated him an
expert member on the Subcommittee to consider formation of the Indian Social Science and
Humanities Academy(ISSHA).Nominated by the Hon’ble Chancellor, Dr Chakrabarti is a

member of the Senate, Calcutta University and the Executive Council of Vidyasagar University.

Professor Amar Singh Rai,



Rtd. Professor of Political Science, Loreto College, Darjeeling and Presently, He is the

Chairman, Darjeeling Municipality, Darjeeling

Fr. Dr. Donatus Kujur, SJ,

Fr Dr Donatus Kujur, S.J. is the Principal, St. Joseph’s College, North Point, Darjeeling. He
obtained Masters Degree in Geography from Maharaja Sayajirao University of Vadodara, and
Masters in Education and Ph. D. Degree in Education from Centre for Advanced Studies in
Education, (CASE) Vadodara. He has been an educator and administrator in institutions of
higher education. He served as Assistant Professor in Geography and Education in Loyola
College of Education, Namchi and as Principal in the same institution. Besides administration, he
conducts training programmes for in service teachers and students. He was a member of the
Academic Council of Sikkim University (A central University established by an Act of
parliament of India 2007) and a committee member for Drafting and Unitization of Syllabus
for the Undergraduate course in Education (B. Ed) in Sikkim University. He is an approved
Dissertation Supervisor under IGNOU for Education. He has participated and presented papers
in many state, National and international conferences, seminar etc. and has also published papers
and Chapters in journal of repute and edited volumes. His area of interest and specialization are,
among others, Value Education, Regional Planning and Administration, Environmental

Education, Peace Education and Life skill Education.



Fr K.J Joseph PhD

Fr K.J Joseph PhD obtained his MA in History in 1990 from the University of Bombay. He is
also a recipient D.D Kosambi Memorial Award from the University of Bombay. He has been
teaching history in St. Joseph’s College Darjeeling since 1995. Currently he is the Vice-Principal
(Academic) at St. Joseph’s College Darjecling. He has researched on forest policy in Darjeeling
(1884-1947) and received his PhD degree in 2011 from the University of Madras. He researches

on regional history in India and has a number of research papers of repute to his credit.

Shibashis Chatterjee

Professor at the Department of International Relations at Jadavpur University in Kolkata. He
specializes in international relations theory. Recipient of SEPHIS-CODESRIA Fellowship to
Makerere University, Kampala in 2010, he was also Fulbright-Nehru Visiting Lecturer, Indiana
University, Bloomington, in 2011, and Hull University Conference Fellow in August 2011, and
Fellow at McGill/University of Montreal Center for International Peace and Security Studies
(CIPSS) in 2014. He is the author of Nuclear Non-Proliferation and the Problem of Threshold
States (1999). Co-editor  of Understanding Global  Politics (2004), Anatomy  of
Fear (2004), Indian  Foreign  Policy (2009), Power, =~ Commerce and Influence (2009)
and Democracy and Democratization in the 21st Century: The South Asian Experience (2011),

he has published extensively in national and international journals and edited volumes.



Surajit C Mukhopadhyay, Ph.D

Dr. Mukhopadhyay held faculty positions at the University of Burdwan and at the Centre for
Studies in Social Sciences, Calcutta. He was Registrar at the Centre for Studies in Social
Sciences, Calcutta prior to his appointment as Registrar, WBNUJS. Dr. Mukhopadhyay was
Commonwealth Staff Scholar in the United Kingdom and NORAD Scholar at University of
Oslo, Norway.He was also ICSSR nominee at Maison des Sciences de ’homme, Paris and is

currently associated with several academic institutions in various capacities.

Priyanka Mukhia

Priyanka Mukhia completed her graduation from St. Joseph’s college Darjeeling in 2011 and
obtained her masters degree from University of North Bengal in 2013. She specializes in
political thought and theory. Currently she is working as a part-time lecturer in the Department
of Political Science in St Joseph’s College Darjeeling. Her area of research interest includes

women empowerment, rural developmental studies, and studies on race and ethnicities.



Priyanka Chettri

Priyanka Chettri completed her graduation from St. Joseph’s college Darjeeling in 2011 and
obtained her Masters Degree from University of North Bengal in 2013. She specializes in
Political Thought and Theory. She also cleared her WB SET in December 2014. Currently she is
working as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science in St Joseph’s College

Darjeeling. Her area of research interest includes, among others, Gender Studies and Politics of

Identity.

Padam Nepal, PhD, Convener, Conference Committee

Padam Nepal, PhD, is Reader and Head, Department of Political Science, St Joseph’s College,
North Point, Darjeeling. He has published papers in a wide range of academic journals of repute
and delivered UGC Special Lectures and acted as Resource Person in UGC Refresher Courses.
Besides, he is the author of Environmental Movements in India: Politics of Dynamism and
Transformations (New Delhi: Authorspress, 2009) and An Introduction to Politics (Darjeeling:
Bimaleswari Publications, 2009). He has also co-edited (with Anup S. Chakraborty) a Two
Volume Set entitled Politics of Culture, Identity and Protest in Northeast India (New Delhi:
Authorspress, 2012) and Politics of Exclusions and Inclusions in India: Construing
Commonalities and Complexities (New Delhi: Authorspress, Forthcoming). His research

interests include, among others, alternative social research methodologies, critical epistemologies



and pedagogies, hydropolitics, environmental and green political theory, environmental and
green governance, folk and cultural dimensions of politics, micropolitics of development of
marginal communities, politics of recognition and identity, gender and transgender studies,
public participation and governance, politics of nation and ethnicity, methodologies of collective

action studies, and spatial, symbolic and material mediations of social movements.

Indrashis Banerjee, Ph. D

Indrashis Banerjee started his career as a West Bengal Civil Service officer, Govt. of West
Bengal before joining academics and is at present Associate Professor in the Dept. of Political
Science at Ramakrishna Mission Vidyamandira (Autonomous), Belur Math, Howrah, West
Bengal. He has been associated as resource person with different Universities and research
institutes, Administrative Training Institute, Government of West Bengal, Kolkata, Academic
Staff Colleges in Universities etc. A Ph.D. from Jadavpur University, Dr Banerjee has had
varied experience as an avid field and ethnographic researcher , having collaborated with
Madras Institute of Development Studies, Chennai, Sussex University (UK), Centre for Studies

in Social Sciences, Kolkata , DFID(UK), Indian Institute of Public Administration, Government

of West Bengal etc. He has been a contributor to publications from Oxford University Press,
Calcutta University, Viswabharati, Jamia Millia Islamia, and has written in Economic and
Political Weekly, Jadavpur Journal of International Relations, The West Bengal Political
Science Review, Monograph and working papers from Madras Institute of Development Studies,

Chennai etc. He has been a reviewer of books and articles published by Oxford, Sage and so on.



Asmita Chandra

Asmita Chandra is a graduate from St. Xavier’s College, Kolkata and completed her Masters
Degree in International Relations from Jadavpur University. She is planning to do further
research on International Politics. Her area of Specialization is Asia Pacific Region. Asmita is a

renowned painter.

Sampurna Goswami

Presently pursuing Masters in Political science with International Relations from the Department
of International Relations, Jadavpur University. She has graduated in the same discipline from
Jadavpur University. Her areas of Interest are Indian foreing policy, Southeast Asia, and Asia
Pacific region . She has participated in number of seminars and conferences organized by
Jadavpur University, The Jadavpur Association of International Relations, Ministry of Youth
Affairs, Government of India, American Center, Kolkata. She has participated in the Interactive
session with the students of South Carolina University on U.S.A's role in South Asia in the 21st
Century organized by JAIR on 22nd February 2012, American Center, Kolkata. She was the
field assistant to Moreh-Tamu Border, under the project sponsored by MAKAIAS. She got her
article published in the book North East in India’s Look East; Issues and Opportunity edited by
Imakalyan Lahiri and Pahi Saikia, published in collaboration with India Council of World



Affairs And The Jadavpur Association of International Relations, 2015. She is a regular classical

singer of All India Radio and Television channels.

Dr. Imankalyan Lahiri

Teaching in the Department of International Relations, Jadavpur University, Kolkata, India. His
areas of Specialization are Southeast Asia, Asia Pacific, non traditional security issues, Political
Economy, New Media and Human Rights. He had received several national and International
awards. He has authored and edited several books namely, Mahathir’s Islam: A Socio-Political
Construal, Malaysia’s Foreign Policy under Mahathir bin Mohammad, The Challenge of
Terrorism  (Edited ~ Volume), India’s  Constructive — Engagement in Asia and
Around(Edited Volume), Rabindranath Tagore: The Mythical Founder of a Universal Culture
(Edited Volume). He was nominated under US Department of State Summer Institute Programme
at the Walker Institute for Area and International Studies, University of South Carolina. He is the
General Secretary of The Jadavpur Association of International Relations. He is also the
Executive Editor of the ICSSR supported journal:JAIR Journal of International Relations. He is
the regular contributor of different journals and newpapers. He has presented papers in numerous
national and International conferences in India and abroad.He is also a regular participant in TV

and Radio Programmes on International Affairs.



Smt. Jatiya Chanda

Currently pursuing M.A in Political Science with International Relations from Jadavpur
University. Her area of Specialization is South East Asia. She has participated in different

National and International Organizations.

Indrani Chaudhuri

Indrani Chaudhuri did her graduation as well as post graduation in International Relations from
Jadavpur University, Kolkata. She plans to pursue her scholarly research work in International
Politics and her area of specialisation has remained Asia Pacific Region,
Becides academics,Indrani is a state level lawn-tennis player and has diploma in Rabindra

sangeet from prestigious institution of Dakhshini

10



Ruth V Kiho

Ruth V Kiho is currently pursuing her M. Phil in the Department of International Relations in
Sikkim University. She studied her Masters in Ahmednagar College, Maharashtra and Bachelor
of Arts from Patkai Christian College, Dimapur, Nagaland. She is currently engaged in the
research work under the title, “Securitization of Bangladeshi Migrants: A study of Dimapur in

Nagaland.”

¥
B

Smt. Anindita Patra

Currently pursuing M. Phil. in International Relations from Jadavpur University. Completed her
school education from Carmel Convent School, Durgapur. She had completed hergraduation and
post graduation in Political Science with International Relations from Jadavpur University. She
have worked with CRY, Greenpeace and National Corporate Responsibility Hub, Tata Institute
of Social Sciences. She is also associated with the ICSSR sponsored research project titled
“Determining quality in Higher Education in India” conducted by Centre for Research in Social
Sciences and Education, Jain University.She is interested in ethnographic research work. Her
area of interest being Politics of South Asia, North-east India, Political Sociology and Indian

Politics.
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Rewaz Gurung

Currently he is the M.Phil. Scholar at the Department of History, North Bengal University

Charvi Gupta

Pursuing Master’s in History, Ms. Charvi Gupta, is an Honours graduate in History from
Institute for Excellence in Higher Education, Bhopal. Pastly, had been a faculty of International
Relations at Civil Services Foundation Course, Bhopal, controlled by collector Bhopal.
Representing Institute for Excellence in Higher Education Bhopal.
The dispute on the topic arrives on the direction of usage and application of cultural diplomacy.
It is barely thought as a machinery utilized for conflict resolution. And it can be used as a

productive key to terminate the threat posed by terrorism.

Chandan Prasad Rajak

Chandan Prasad rajak is an M.A in History. He is currently working in St Josephs college,

Darjeeling.
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Anup Shekhar Chakraborty, Ph. D

Dr. Anup Shekhar Chakraborty (b.1980) is Assistant Professor at the Department of Political
Science, St. Joseph’s College (University of North Bengal), North Point, Darjeeling, West
Bengal, India. He is an alumnus of St. Xavier’s College, Kolkata and University of Calcutta. The
thrust areas of his research interests includes Identity and Ethnicity in Northeast India, Gender
and Spatial Politics, Migrations and Diaspora, Media and Culture Studies, Community & Policy
Studies, Development Studies, HIV/Aids and Reproductive Health, Human Rights- Women and
Child Rights, Refugee Issues etc. He represented India at the CODESRIA/SEPHIS ‘Workshop
For Young Historians’ (Dakar, Senegal) 2006. He was awarded the ‘India Social Science
Research Award 2009’ by Canada’s International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Digital
Empowerment Foundation (DEF) and India Development Foundation for his research work
‘Politics of Social ‘Exclusions’ and ‘Inclusions’ in Mizoram’ in the ‘social inclusion’ category
and judged ‘one of the top ten best research efforts’. He received the prestigious C.R. Parekh
Fellow (2011-2012) at Asia Research Centre, London School of Economics & Political Science
for his post doctoral research initiative titled: ‘Contested Landscape And Befuddled Public
Sphere: Media, Democracy And Public Participation In Darjeeling Hills’. He has to his credits,
several publications dealing with interesting aspects of North East India in renowned journals
like Journal of International Women’s Studies (JIWS), Indian Journal of Political Science (IJPS),
Identity, Culture and Politics (CODESRIA) etc. He has authored Politics of Autonomy & Ethnic
Cocooning in Mizoram. (2015, New Delhi: Authorspress). He has co-edited (with Padam Nepal)
Politics of Culture, Identity and Protest in North-east India (2012, Vol. 1 & 2. New Delhi:
Authorspress).
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Avishek Jha

Postgraduate student at the Department of International Relations, Jadavpur University. He is an
avid observer of international politics. He harbours special interest in the ‘Asia-Pacific’ region.
He has been associated with JAIR since 2012-13 and hopes to make a worthy contribution to its

academic endeavors in the future.

Swetasree Mal

Post graduate student of International Relations in the Department of International Relations,
Jadavpur University. Her interests lie particularly in the study of Political thought, Political
sociology and Political economy. Besides the curriculum, She is engaged with Hindustani

classical music for the last fourteen years.

14



Samten Doma Bhutia, Ph.D

PhD scholar in the Department of History, Sikkim University, Gangtok. Her area of
Specialization is Modern History and History of Sikkim.

Balaji Chandramohan

Balaji Chandramohan Visiting Fellow with Future Directions International, a policy think-tank
based in Perth Australia for the past three years. His background is in International Relations
and Strategic Studies with specialization on India’s foreign and defense policy and so it’s
engagement with major powers such as the United States. Also he had been as Correspondent
Asia Pacific for the United States based news agency World News Forecast from the year 2007-
08.Further, he had been as a parliament fellow with the Institute of Constitutional and
Parliamentary Studies and produced a thesis on India’s Civil Military Relations and Higher

Defense Management in the academic year 2013-14.
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Ashes Limbu

M.phil Student at the Department of International relation, Jadavpur University .Kolkata

Pema Tseten Lachungpa,

Pema Tseten Lachungpa is the PhD scholar in the Department of International Relations, Sikkim
University, Gangtok, Sikkim. His area of Specialization is North East India, Myanmar and South
East Asia.

Manish Dabhade,

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi
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Anwesha Hazra

Pursuing BA in Political Science Honours in the International Relations Department, Jadavpur
University. Won several awards in at the Regional and National Level competitions. She is a

writer and a poet.

Ashmita Banerjee

Ashmita Banerjee is currently pursuing her Masters degree in political science with international
relations from Jadavpur University. Herarea of interests lie in Hindu and Chinese mythology and
their impact on the political thoughts of India and China respectively. She has completed basic

courses in Chinese Language.

Sohini Jana

Pursuing Post Graduation in International Relations from Jadavpur University. Her area of

specialisation is Southeast Asia. She has attended JAIR Conferences on India’s Look East
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Policy, Act East Policy, Rabindranath Tagore, Gender ,India’s neighbourhood Policy and many
more. Have been a member of Jadavpur Association of International Relations since the last 4

years. She is presently the Secretary of JAIR.

Dr. Amit Kumar Gupta,

Assistant Professor at Sikkim University, and done his Ph.D from Jamia Millia Islamia, New
Delhi. He worked on the concept of ‘soft power’, and its relevance as a foreign policy tool for
India. His research interest lies in the field of India’s Foreign Policy, International Politics and

Comparative Politics.

Md. Abdul Gaffar,

Jawaharlal Nehru University

Smt. Swati Bhattacharya

Swati Bhattacharya has completed M.A. from Presidency University who is interested in
evolving as a researcher and an academician. She has thoroughly maintained a high academic
record, participated in various extra-curricular activities ranging from dancing to painting to

swimming and extensively worked for social causes. She is fluent in three communicable
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languages and interested in research work and taking up responsibilities - both social and

personal. Swati is presently pursuing her Ph.D from University of Calcutta.

Dr. Debamitra Mitra

Dr. Debamitra Mitra is the Principal and Assistant Director-Research of ILEAD. With an M Phil
and PhD in International Relations and History from Jadavpur University and Calcutta
University respectively, Dr. Mitra has 22 years of experience in academics, both teaching and
research and administration and media in both print and audio-visual. Starting her career in
teaching in Lady Brabourne College and Rabindra Bharati University and later in St. Xavier’s
College, Dr. Mitra headed the ICFAI Research wing, Kolkata. She teaches and does research in
myriad fields of Social science like International Relations, Sociology, Media, Political Science,
Public Administration, Feminism, International Law, Practices and Principles of Management,
Human Resource Management, Environmental Studies and Social Work. She has authored three
books and 13 edited volumes in different areas of social sciences. She has more than 60 research
papers published in different peer reviewed international and national journals and proceeding
volumes. As a Senior Correspondent cum Copy-Editor she headed the Features section of the
Times of India Group, East India for six years. She was also the Director-Academics in Pailan

Group of Educational Institutes.

Amit Kumar Dutta,

Assistant Professor, Department of Management, SRM University, Sikkim
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Dr. Kishor Dere

Kishor Dere has done M. Phil. and Ph.D. in International Relations from Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi. He was a post doctoral-fellow at Centre for Policy Research New Delhi.
He has also done LL.B. from University of Delhi and LL.M. in International Trade Law from
South Asian University, New Delhi. He is a practising lawyer in Supreme Court of India and
visiting faculty at Indian Society of International Law, Amity University and Jamia Millia
Islamia. He is a member of Indian Society of International Law, Indian Association for Study of
Australia, Indian Political Science Association and JAIR. He was also a researcher and volunteer

for the work related to convening the World Social Forum at Mumbai in India in 2004.

Bitasta Goswami

Bitasta Goswami has done her graduation as well as post graduation in International Relations
from Jadavpur University. She was a research scholar in the Institute of Foreign Policy Studies,
Calcutta University. As a researcher in IFPS she has taken part in several international seminars.
She has written a policy brief for MEA under a particular project. She was a chief organiser of

various students’s seminars - JAIR, IFPS, and IR Scholastic Conclave etc- and had promoted and

20



made each one of them an efficacious one. Her areas of specialization are South East Asia and

Asia Pacific. Her areas of interests are Foreign Policy and Political Economy.

Dr. Ambika Thami

Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Darjeeling Government College,

Darjeeling: 734101

Juri Goswami

Juri Goswami has done her B.A. LL.B (Hons) from University Law College, Gauhati
University and LL.M. in International Environmental Law from Amity University; NOIDA, UP.
She has also done a post-graduate diploma in International Environmental Law from the Indian
Society of International Law, New Delhi, and recently Persuing M.A. in Sociology from
Pondicherry University (Distance mode) .She is a visiting faculty of International Humanitarian

Law in Guwahati, Assam.
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poRT ON THE JAIR
:IE\TIUNAI. CONFERENCE

(NOVEMBER 2 & 3,2015)

The Keynote Address was of "
Conference Was delivered by the guest of honoe
for the seminar was Professor Amar Singh Rair
(Rtd. Professor of Political Science, Lorey,
College, Darjeeling and the Chairmg,
Darjeeling Municipality, Darjeeling). ,
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Book Release of
HEGEMONY TO HYPHENATION
by Dr. Anup Shekhar Chakraborty

Released by Prof. Radharaman Chakrabarti

Prof. Radharaman Chakraborty
Delivering Special Address

ne special address for the sem;:

gelivered by eminent pronI::: V];as
Radharaman Chakraborty Former Firg : I.
Chancellor, Netaji Subhas Open Unpiyer ice
currently Project Director, UNESchy
Supported Programme on Internatiomi
Understanding for Human Unity 2k
Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Cul’ture
Golpark, Kolkata and All India President of"
JAIR (Jadavpur Association of International
Relations). The ICSSR has recently nominated
him an expert member on the Subcommittee to
consider formation of the Indian Social
Science and Humanities Academy (ISSHA).
Other resource Persons and Panelists included:
Shibashis Chatterjee (Professor at the
Department of International Relations at
Jadavpur University in Kolkata), Surajit C
Mukhopadhyay, PhD faculty at the University
of Burdwan and at the Centre for Studies in
Social Sciences, Calcutta. Dr. Imankalyan
Lahiri (Department of International
Relations, Jadavpur University, Kolkata,
India). Other resource persons and invited
dele:.ates included, among others, Dr. Rubul
Pat: i, Associate Professor of Political
Scir# +2, Dibrugarh University and Prof. Obja
B |5 -arika, Assistant Professor of Political
Sciy, .2, Dibrugarh University, Assam. The
Na  nal Seminar was well attended and over
37 p.pers were discussed in parallel sessions in
course of the semina

BOOK RELEASE DURING THE JAIR

CONFERENCE
Dr. Anup Shekhar Chakraborty's book

Hegemony to Hyphenation: Hybridization of
Identities and Politics in Mizoram published
by St. Joseph's College, Darjeeling Wwas
released by Prof. Radharaman Chakraborty
during the JAIR Conference. The review of the
released book by Professor Ranabif S_amﬁlddar
was read out by the author for the audience.
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