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The Department of Political Science remains to be one of the largest Social Science departments in the College.  For 

the academic year of 2024-2025 the Department has focused once again on the balance between its academic and co-

curricular commitments for the Undergraduate students. The Department is also committed to implementing the NEP 

for the 1st Year students (2nd Semester) and 2nd Year Students (4th Semester) as well as to successfully complete the 

existing CBCS system the 3rd Year students (6th Semester). The various activities of the students and faculty of the 

Department are listed as follows: 

 

CONDOLENCE & MEMORIAL SERVICE 

The Department conducted a memorial service attended by 98 students and the faculty for two of our former students 

who passed away unexpectedly. We offered our deepest condolences to the families of our ex-students - Late Subash 

Kumar Prasad (2020 batch) and Late Ankita Pradhan (2022 batch) on 15 th July, 2024. While Subash passed away 

unexpectedly on 11 May 2024, Ankita breathed her last on 4 July 2024.  

   
Both Subash and Ankita were excellent and sincere students and were active in the academic and co curricular activities 

of the Department and college. They were excellent orators and participated in numerous debates, youth parliament 

competitions and cultural programs of the Department. They will be dearly missed by the teachers, their batch mates 

and the students alike. May their souls rest in peace! 

 

DEPARTMENTAL ORIENTATION 2025 

The Department was off to a new start with 83 students in the new Political Science Major batch of 2024-25. We began 

the session with a Department Orientation on 29th July, 2024 where our faculty and students from Semester 3 and 

Semester 5 spoke on a range of things. The program began with Welcome speech by Dr. Samir Sharma, Head of the 

Department who familiarized the new students with the FYUGP syllabus and the activities of the Department. The 

Class Representatives (CR) from Semester 3 and Semester 6 were introduced to the new students, while all the teachers 

of the Department conducted their self-introduction.  

 

 
 

This was followed by a short speech by Jay Rai and Dichen Doma Sherpa, CRs of 5th Semester who spoke about the 

activities of the Department and the various Clubs/Committees of the College. Rinchen F. Lepcha of Semester 5 

delivered a short talk on the moral responsibility of the students while being in the Department/College. Meghanjali 

Pradhan, CR of Semester 3 spoke about the rules and regulations of the institution while Payel, Sem5 spoke about the 

activities of the NCC.  



   
 

After these, the program was conducted by Bijay Thami, Sem 6, who informed the new students about the NCC, Shristi 

Chhetri who spoke on the role of the NSS, Dipankar Thapa who apprised new students about the Nature Club and 

finally Sumit Biswakarma, Sem 3, who informed students about ACCORD. The program ended with a vote of thanks 

by the faculty, Ms. Nooreena Khan.  

 

1st POSITION IN THE XCM CYCLE RACE 2024 

Hemant Poudel, 3rd Semester student of our Department clinched first place in the Men's Open Category of the Cross 

Country Marathon (XCM Cycle Race) held in Gangtok on 24 August 2024. He claimed victory, completing the race 

in 1 hour and 56 minutes. The race, organized by the Cycling Association of Sikkim, saw over 40 participants from 

Sikkim, Darjeeling, Kalimpong, and Siliguri. 

 

   
 

Hemant also participated in the 21st National Mountain Bike (MTB) Championship 2025 was held in Haryana, 

specifically at Morni Hills, Panchkula. The event took place from March 28 to 31. Riders from Sikkim, Arunachal 

Pradesh, and other regions participated in the championship. The course at Morni Hills was known for its technical 

terrain, including fast single-track, short climbs, and sharp switchbacks. He was placed 5th position in the event.  

 

“CONNECTING MINDS AND MEALS: RECIPES FOR MENTAL WELL-BEING” 

Six students of our Department - Shoaib Ali (5th sem), Abhinam Bhitrikothy (5th Sem) Anurag Tamang (5th Sem), 

Dichen Doma Sherpa (5th Sem), Pratiksha (1st Sem), Rihant Rai (1st Sem ) along with teachers Mr. C.B Rai and Ms. 

Pritika Raya were invited to attend the program “Connecting Minds and Meals: Recipes for Mental well-being" on 16 

September 2024 at Hayden Hall, Badminton Court , 10 am to 2 pm.  

 
The Program organized by the DLR Prerna combined and celebrated World Mental Health Day (10th October) and 

Nutrition Week (September 1st to 7th). Connecting your mind and meals involves prioritizing a diet rich in nutrients 

to support brain function and regulate mood. A balanced diet, including whole grains, fruits, vegetables, and protein, 

provides the vitamins, minerals, and amino acids needed for mental well-being. Avoiding processed foods, refined 

sugars, and excessive caffeine can also positively impact mood and cognitive function. It was a unique opportunity for 

the students and faculty to explore the inter-connectedness of mental health, nutrition, and well-being.  

SCALING MOUNT ABI GAMIN (UTTARKHAND) 

Pratima Rai, student of our Department in Semester 3 and an NCC Cadet scaled, Mount Abi Gamin located in the 

Garhwal Himalayas, Uttarakhand, India. It is part of the Zaskar Range with a height of 7,355 meters (24,131 ft). The 

difficulty level of the climb i.e. Challenging is Grade 4-5. 



 

3RD POSITION IN "INSCAPE INTER COLLEGE COMPETITION 2024 

Jay Rai  (Roll 22PS0032) and Sujay Rai (22PS0064) of our Department (5th Sem) participated in the event organised 

by Salesian College  Siliguri titled “Inscape Inter College Competition 2024” on 28th September, 2024.  The team 

achieved 3rd position in the category of "Nukkad natak". 

 

GOLD MEDAL IN ALL INDIA THAL SAINIK CAMP 

Priyatna Gurung (Roll No.23PS0021) Semester 4 student of our Department participated in the All India Thal Sainik 

Camp and achieved Gold Medal in the Inter Group Competition(IGC). The event was held during 8th June 2024 to 12 

September 2024 and was organized by DG-NCC. 

   

SLVER MEDAL IN ALL INDIA THAL SAINIK CAMP 

Shreeya Chhetri (Roll No.: 23PS0047) student of Semester 4 in our Department participated in the All India Thal 

Sainik Camp and achieved Silver Medalist in Inter Battalion Competition & Silver Medalist in Inter Group 

Competition. (2nd in both the events). The dates of event were from 8th June 2024 - 12th September 2024. 

   

PARTICIPATION IN SPECIAL NATIONAL INTEGRATION CAMP (SNIC) 

Ahaliya Gurung, Sem 4 Student of our Department, participated in special national integration camp (SNIC) held at 

Port Blair from 13 to 22 January, 2025. Similarly, Pratiksha Tamang and Meghna Bhujel (Sem 4) of our Department 

also participated in the SNIC half marathon held in Kokrajhar Assam 2024. 



   

 

BILINGUAL INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON “DYNAMICS OF CULTURES, LANGUAGES AND 

LITERATURES: EXPLORING THE EASTERN HIMALAYAN REGION” 

The Department of Political Science, in collaboration with the Department of Nepali organized a two-day Bilingual 

International Conference on “Dynamics of Cultures, Languages and Literatures: Exploring the Eastern 

Himalayan Region” during 22-23 November, 2024.  

   

The event was a huge success and was led by Fr. Dr. Donatus Kujur SJ, Principal & Chief Patron of the Conference 

and the conference organizing team. The Organizing Committee for this Conference was constituted as follows: 

• Chief Patron: Fr. Dr. Donatus Kujur, SJ, Principal 

• Advisor: Dr. Anirudra Gurung, IQAC Coordinator 

• Convener: Dr. Samir Sharma, Assistant Professor & Head, Department of Political Science  

• Joint-Convener: Dr. Yogesh Pantha, Assistant Professor & Head, Department of Nepali 

• Dr. Radha Sharma, Associate Professor Department of Nepali  

• Dr. Sumita Rai, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science  

• Dr. Padam Nepal, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science  

• Mr. Balaram Sapkota, Assistant Professor, Department of Nepali  

• Mr. Bhupal Chhetri, Assistant Professor, Department of Nepali  

• Ms. Nooreena Khan, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science  

• Ms. Pritika Raya, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science 

The Keynote Address was delivered by two eminent individuals - Prof. Mahendra P. Lama, Senior Professor, Centre 

for South Asian Studies, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi & Chief Economic 

Advisor, Government of Sikkim, India, and Prof. Abhi Narayan Subedi, former Professor of English, Tribhuwan 

University, Kathmandu, Nepal & columnist, author, playwright. The Valedictory Address was delivered by eminent 

author Mr. Prajwal Parajuly, currently Assistant Professor of Practice in Creative Writing, Krea University who spoke 

on the theme of “Identity and Literature: Reflections and Experiences”. During the Inaugural Session a special dance 

performance showcasing the culture of the Darjeeling Himalayas was conducted by the students of the Department of 

Political Science. The key themes discussed in the conference related to the following thematic areas: 

1. Cultural Identities, Heritages and Ethnicities: Exploration of how indigenous groups and ethnic communities in 

the Eastern Himalayas construct and express their cultural identities through art, rituals, festivals, clothes, food, and 

oral traditions.  

2. Linguistic Diversities, Preservations and Endangerments: Examination and analysis of the Eastern Himalayan 

region’s linguistic diversity and state policy, including the challenges of language preservation cum practice amidst 

the forces of globalization and modernization.  



3. Translation Studies, Literatures and Storytelling Traditions: Analysis of translations, oral and written literatures 

in the Eastern Himalayan region, focusing on storytelling traditions, folklore, and the role of language and literature 

in resisting cultural assimilation and erasure. 

4. Migration, Diaspora, and Cross-Cultural Influences: Study of migration patterns, diasporic communities, and how 

cross-border exchanges have shaped cultural, literary and linguistic landscapes in the Eastern Himalayas.  

 

5. Environmental, Ecological Narratives and Eco-Literature: Exploration of environmental themes in the literatures 

and cultural practices of the Eastern Himalayan region, with a focus on how communities narrate, practice and 

experience their relationships with the land, flora, and fauna.  

6. Nomenclative Politics: Issues of Languages, Cultures and Literatures - Explorations of the politics of naming, or 

‘nomenclative politics’, to understand the power dynamics embedded in the act of naming or renaming places, people, 

and institutions in the Eastern Himalayas. 

 7. Borders and Borderlands in the Eastern Himalayas: Issues of Space and Territorialities – Exploration of the 

complex issues of space and territoriality.  

8. Political Communication in the Eastern Himalayas – Studies and analysis of the various modes and manners of 

Political Communication in the Eastern Himalayas, with special reference to ‘vernacular’ expressions. 

 

 9. Modes of Governing the Eastern Himalayas – Exploring the politico-administrative structures of the region, 

including the role of municipalities, panchayats, autonomous councils, asymmetrical arrangements and other traditional 

institutions.  

10. Trade practices and commerce in and across the Eastern Himalayas – Analyzing and identifying the impact of 

cross-border trade practices on the cultures and economies of the Eastern including exploring the role of markets, haat 

bazaars, online and e-commerce etc.  

11. Emerging forms of tourism and hospitality in the Eastern Himalayas – Exploring the issues of tourism and 

hospitality industry that makes up a large sector in the region.  

12. Digital and virtual cultures in and from the Eastern Himalayan Region - Exploring the relationship between 

people and technology, and how it has shaped our lives, society and interactions. Focus on online identities, activities, 

livelihood and cultures 

 



Over the course of two days, there were 11 sessions in total, including the Plenary Session. Along with the 74 paper 

presentation from different parts of India and beyond, there were also 3 poster presentations from Research Scholars 

with dealt with the themes in an interdisciplinary manner.  

Participants belonging to different disciplines arrived from different universities/institutions such as Jawaharlal Nehru 

University, Tribhuwan University (Kathmandu), Banaras Hindu University, Jadavpur University, University of North 

Bengal, Sikkim University, Dibrugarh University (Assam), Central University of Kerala, Kerala Assam, St. Xavier’s 

College, (Kathmandu), Gorubathan Government College, Visva Bharati University (Santiniketan) Ghoom Jorebunglow 

College, Institute of Chinese Studies (ICS), New Delhi, Sikkim Government College (Namchi), Sikkim Alpine 

University, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, NISER, Bhubaneswar (Oddisha), Siliguri College of 

Commerce and Krea University attended the Conference along with student volunteers from the Department of Political 

Science and Nepali.  

 

The Convenor of the Conference was Dr. Samir Sharma, Head of Department (Political Science) and Co-Convenor 

was Dr. Yogesh Pantha, Head of Department (Nepali).  

 

A Special Program of Book Launch was also a part of the inaugural program where the Principal, and the two Keynote 

Speakers launched the book from the previous conference “Digital Governance & Digital Politics in South Asia” 

(Bloomsbury, 2024) which was edited by Prof. Dipankar Sinha (University of Calcutta) and Dr. Samir Sharma (St. 

Joseph’s College, Darjeeling). The Conference also launched a musical song on ecological narratives composed by the 

faculty of St. Xavier’s College, Kathmandu.  

PARTICIPATION IN WOMEN'S FOOTBALL SILIGURI LEAGUE 

Sarbasri Sunuwar 1 year student of our Department is a prolific football player. She has participated in numerous 

tournaments such as the Women's Football Siliguri League held in Kanchanjanga Stadium (Siliguri Chandmuni's Team) 

on 24-26 Dec, 2024 and also part of Dalsing Sarai team i.e Dimond Club of Bihar on 7 January 2025. 

   

WINNERS OF THE INTER-DEPARTMENTAL COMPETITIONS- 2025 



The Students Council, in collaboration with the various Clubs and Committees organized the first ever multi-category 

inter-departmental competitions in March-April 2025. The students of our Department wholeheartedly accepted the 

challenge for the award of the ‘Best Department’ in the College.  

 

Through grueling preparations, practice and dedication, our students emerged victorious in numerous categories 

clinching the highest point tally among all the Departments of the College. The opening victory was achieved by the 

Cultural Dance group which set the stage on fire with the beautiful rendition of a traditional Tamang selo dance 

performance.  

   

Cultural Dance Performance – 1st Position 

The winning streak was kept alive with the 1st position in the Inter-Department Board work competition the theme for 

which was "Tribes of India". For photography (mobile) Nafees, Kashif and achieved 2nd spot while Bijay and Umang 

bagged 2nd position in the art competitions (heritage strokes and painting). 

   

Bijay and Umang achieved 2nd Position in the Art Competitions 

 

Muhammad Nafees Raza won 2nd Position in Photography 

 

Boardwork Team achieved 1st Position 

Our Quiz Team and Arts & Craft team won 1st position, while our Research poster presentation teams secured 2nd 

position. The Departmental Quiz team won 1st position. 



     

Quiz Team won 1st Position 

The overall participation of our students and the results are provided in the following table: 

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 

RESULTS OF INTER-DEPARTMENTAL COMPETITIONS – 2025 

 

Name of the Competition: AURORA - QUIZ COMPETITION 

Name of Participants Roll No. Semester Award/Position 

Dichen D. Sherpa 22PS0017 6th Semester 1st Position 

Shoib Ali 22PS0046 6th Semester 1st Position 

Ashish Rai 22PS0086 6th Semester 1st Position 

 

Name of the Competition: CULTURAL  DANCE (GROUP) 

Name of Participants Roll No. Semester Award/Position 

Brigit Lepcha 23PS0002 4th Semester 1st Position 

Simran Rai 23PS0092 4th Semester 1st Position 

Rufina Lepcha 23PS0067 4th Semester 1st Position 

Dawa C. Tamang 22PS0068 6th Semester 1st Position 

Simran Thapa 24PS0006 2nd Semester 1st Position 

Sujala Subba 24PS0012 2nd Semester 1st Position 

Awansika Rai 24PS0005 2nd Semester 1st Position 

Anupama Rasaily 24PS0029 2nd Semester 1st Position 

 

Name of the Competition: MOCK INTERVIEW (PLACEMENT) 

Name of Participants Roll No. Semester Award/Position 

Dichen Doma Sherpa 22PS0017 6th Semester -- 

Shoib Ali 22PS0046 6th Semester -- 

Abhinam Bhitrikothy 22PS0056 6th Semester -- 

Saina Tamang 23PS0037 4th Semester -- 

Rihant Thapa 24PS0052 2nd Semester -- 

 

Name of the Competition: ELOCUTION COMPETITION 

Name of Participants Roll No. Semester Award/Position 

Sarbashri Sunuwar (Poetry) 24PS0062 2nd Semester -- 

Isha Kerketta (Prose) 24PS0019 4th Semester -- 

Nancy Tamang (Speech) 22PS0008 6th Semester -- 

 

Name of the Competition: BOARDWORK –‘TRIBES OF INDIA’ 

Name of Participants Roll No. Semester Award/Position 

Arbina Mohora 22PS0074 6th Semester 1st Position 

Suvasish Tamang 22PS0088 6th Semester 1st Position 

Abhishek Sharma 22PS0058 6th Semester 1st Position 

Mamta K. Prasad 22PS0085 6th Semester 1st Position 



Saina Tamang 23PS0037 4th Semester 1st Position 

Rheet Rai 23PS0081 4th Semester 1st Position 

Norden Waiba 24PS0076 2nd Semester 1st Position 

Passang N. Sherpa 24PS0024 2nd Semester 1st Position 

Aliyash Rongpi 24PS0008 2nd Semester 1st Position 

Simran Pradhan 22PS0031 6th Semester 1st Position 

 

Name of the Competition: MAP MASTER (GEO HUNT) 

Name of Participants Roll No. Semester Award/Position 

Anurag Tamang 22PS0039 6th Semester -- 

Abhinam Bhitrikothy 22PS0063 6th Semester -- 

Sandeep Gurung 23PS0007 4th Semester -- 

Nancy Tamang 22PS0008 6th Semester -- 

 

Name of the Competition: OBSTACLE RACE 

Name of Participants Roll No. Semester Award/Position 

Sarbashri Sunuwar 24PS0062 2nd Semester -- 

Dipson Mangar 23PS0037 4th Semester -- 

    

Name of the Competition: POSTER PRESENTATION (RESEARCH) 

Name of Participants Roll No. Semester Award/Position 

TEAM 1    

Anurag Tamang 22PS0039 6th Semester -- 

Aditya Rai 22PS0063 6th Semester -- 

Alex Rai 22PS0015 6th Semester -- 

Dechen Lepcha 22PS0044 6th Semester -- 

 

TEAM 2    

Yanki Lepcha 23PS0005 4th Semester 2nd Position 

Rheet Rai 23PS0081 4th Semester 2nd Position 

Rajesh Tamang 23PS0039 4th Semester 2nd Position 

Rewesh Sherpa 23PS0053 4th Semester 2nd Position 

 

Name of the Competition: SUSTAINABLE ART – ‘BEST OF WASTE’ 

Name of Participants Roll No. Semester Award/Position 

Suvasish Tamang 22PS0088 6th Semester 1st Position 

Mamta K. Prasad 22PS0085 6th Semester 1st Position 

Shristi Chhetri 22PS0016 6th Semester 1st Position 

Simran Pradhan 22PS0031 6th Semester 1st Position 

Biyaj Thami 22PS0050 6th Semester  1st Position 

    

Name of the Competition: PHOTOGRAPHY 

Name of Participants Roll No. Semester Award/Position 

Swaraj Sharma 22PS0014 6th Semester -- 

Rewesh Sherpa 23PS0053 6th Semester -- 

Kashif Jamal 23PS0031 4th Semester -- 

Md. Nafees Raza 24PS0042 2nd Semester 2nd Position 

    

Name of the Competition: EXTEMPORARY 



Name of Participants Roll No. Semester Award/Position 

Roshni Ray 22PS0005 6th  -- 

 

Name of the Competition: ARTWORK 

Name of Participants Roll No. Semester Award/Position 

Ayush Rai 23PS0057 4th  -- 

Passang N. Sherpa 24PS0024 2nd  -- 

Sukda Tshering Lepcha  24PS0028 2nd   

Bijay Thami (Painting) 22PS0050 6th  2nd Position 

Umang Lohagan (Heritage Strokes) 23PS0011 4th  2nd Position 

 

PARTICIPATION IN NCC AND ‘PROMISE DAY’ 

Many students of our Department took their NCC cadet oath on the occasion of "Promise Day" held on 9th April 

2025 in the presence of the CO of the 5NCC Battalion.  

 

PARTICIPATION IN BLOOD DONATION CAMP (NSS & RED CROSS) 

Students of our Department gave the "gift of life" through blood donation conducted by our NSS in collaboration 

with the Red Cross on 11 April 2025. 

       

ONE DAY WORKSHOP ON “MENTAL HEALTH, ETHICS AND THE DARJEELING HIMALAYA: 

EMERGING ISSUES AND RESEARCH PATHWAYS"  

Our Department collaborated with DLR Prerna, Darjeeling to conduct a one-day Workshop on “Mental Health, Ethics 

and the Darjeeling Himalaya: Emerging issues and research pathways"on 11th March, 2025. The program was 

supported by Mariwala Health Initiative (MHI) and St. Joseph’s College, Darjeeling. The workshop included the 

Darjeeling Child Protection Unit (Office of District magistrate), faculty and participants from 7 colleges, B. Ed 

College, Sikkim University, and 20 NGO representatives (DCPU, St. Joseph’s College, Government College 

(Darjeeling), Sonada Degree College, Kalimpong College, Mirik College, Bijanbari College; SRKBT College; Sikkim 

University; Salvation Army School, Camellia School, Hilldaari, WWF India, Project Chinta, Eastern Himalayan 

Foundation, Hayden Hall Institute, Shankar Foundation, Sakshi, Sikkim Express, EWSCT, MARG, ATREE, DCT, 

ULC, MBKS, Anugyalaya, Darjzine attended the workshop.) 



 

Dr Padam Nepal, St Joseph’s College and Secretary, DLR Prerna, welcomed the participants to the workshop and 

highlighted the complex interplay of factors contributing to mental health that includes the pervasive influence of 

digital technology, impacts of climate change on the fragile Eastern Himalayan ecosystem, as well the trauma of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Dr Fr. Donatus Kujur, SJ, Principal of St. Joseph’s College, shared the mental health issues 

amongst college students and expressed that it is a real and important issue that colleges need to redress proactively. 

His experience with students has shown that issues of mental health are equally a rural phenomenon. Priscilla Giri, 

DLR Prerna set the context of the work in the Darjeeling Himalayas, stating that there are growing mental health 

concerns in the region.  

Despite the increased prevalence of mental health concerns, the region has extremely limited access to care and 

support, and there is an urgent need to develop contextually relevant systems of care. While the Mental Health Act 

2017 is a progressive rights-based act, making it a reality in the mountains has its socio-ecological challenges, she 

added. She summarised that exploring the need for ethical and contextual research was the objective of the workshop. 

 

In the first panel discussion titled, “Locating Darjeeling Himalaya in the Global Mental Health Discourses, Indian 

Policy Frameworks and contextualised care and support: the need for an ethical lens” Dr Christina Cruz, Assistant 

Professor of Psychiatry and School Psychology, University of North Carolina emphasised the recognition of mental 

health as an integral part of well-being and the need for impactful strategies tailored to specific cultural contexts. Dr. 

Amar Jessani, one of the founders of the Forum for Medical Ethics Society and its journal, the Indian Journal of 

Medical Ethics, traced the history of bioethics in public health research and advocated the need to have an ethical lens 

in all research as all researchers have a bias that will influence their research output. 

 

Panel 2, titled “Community led/based mental health care and support: Applying the Implementation Research 

Framework,” was opened by Mr Saptak Haldar, Clinical Psychologist NBMCH, who shared the limitations due to the 

extremely limited number of clinical psychologists appointed in the state and the multiple roles they have to play. Ms 

Jasmine Kalha, Program Director and Senior Research Fellow at the Centre for Mental Health Law and Policy, 

responded by saying that there is a need to reframe the problem statement on mental health that shifts beyond a clinical 

intervention perspective.  



The Final session, “Ideation: Delineating care and research pathways for mental health in the Darjeeling Himalayas,” 

was facilitated by Dr. Michael Matergia through three scenarios, it provided a platform for all participants to 

brainstorm innovative solutions to the mental health challenges facing the Darjeeling Himalayas. 

 

Ms Prisicalla Giri, DLRPrerna, shared her journey into mental health within the context of Darjeeling in the 

borderlands, transmigration, autonomy demands, and climate change that shapes mental health in the region. 

Dr. Samir Sharma, Assistant Professor and Head of Department (Political Science), concluded the workshop by 

highlighting the need for mainstreaming mental health care for all and going beyond disciplines and departments. He 

stressed the need for interventions at undergraduate levels, too, and the workshop being a stepping stone for more 

collaborative work on mental health in the Darjeeling Himalayas. Arpana Thapa, DLR Prerna ended the workshop 

with a vote of thanks to the panelists, St Joseph’s College, and all the participants of the Workshop. 

LAUNCH OF THE ‘ELECTORAL LITERACY CLUB’ 

The students of the Department of Political Science at St. Joseph’s College, Darjeeling formed the “Electoral Literacy 

Club” (ELC) with permission from the Principal on 24th April, 2025. The inauguration program was held on 24th April 

2025 in the Departmental Seminar Hall at 11:00 am and was attended by all the students of the Department including 

the faculty. The Program was conducted by Safira Rai of 6th Semester.  

 

The session began with a moment of silence remembering the souls who lost their lives in the terrorist attack in 

Kashmir. After this, the HoD, Dr. Samir Sharma introduced the rationale of the Club and thanked the Principal for 

approving the same. Dr. Sharma also distributed the batches for the Office Bearers which was continued by faculty 

members Ms. Pritika Raya and Ms. Nooreena Khan. This was followed by an Oath Taking Ceremony which was read 

out by Rheet Rai of 4th Semester.  

 

The ELC will be participating in the Systematic Voters’ Education and Electoral Participation (SVEEP) in 

collaboration with the Office of the District Magistrate, Darjeeling. It is a programme of multi interventions through 

different modes and media designed to educate citizens, electors and voters about the electoral process in order to 

increase their awareness and participation in the electoral processes. SVEEP is designed according to the socio-

economic, cultural and demographic profile of the state as well as the history of electoral participation in previous 

rounds of elections and learning thereof.  



 

The structure of the founding board of the Electoral Literacy Club for 2025 is as follows: 

Faculty Coordinator: Dr. Samir Sharma, Head of Department 

Faculty Members: Ms. Nooreena Khan and Ms. Pritika Raya 

 

Office Bearers Board members 

Safira Rai (22PS0070) 

 

Suvashish Tamang 

(22PS0088) 

President - Jay Rai 

(22PS0032) 

 

Event Manager - Anurag 

Tamang (22PS0039) 

Sujay Rai (22PS0064) 

 

Saina Tamang 

(23PS0037) 

 

 Vice-President - 

Abhishek Sharma 

(22PS0058) 

Mass Media Manager - 

Kashif Jamal (23PS0031) 

Mamta Kumari Prasad 

(22PS0085)  

 

  Prajukta  Subba  

(23PS0080) 

 

Secretary - Nancy 

Tamang (22PS0008) 

Treasurer - Asish Rai 

(22PS0086) 

Simran Pradhan  

(22PS0031) 

   Srenika Gurung  

(23PS0082) 

Joint-Secretary - Shoib 

Ali (22PS0046) 

 Bijay Thami (22PS0050) Norden Waiba 

(24PS0076) 

  Passang  Namgyal Sherpa 

(24PS0024) 

  

 

CAREER GUIDANCE PROGRAMS - MS RAMAIAH UNIVERSITY OF APPLIED SCIENCES, 

BANGALORE & ST. XAVIER’S UNIVERSITY, KOLKATA 

Dr. Aishwarya and Dr Aradhana Talwar of the Dept. of Public Policy, MS Ramaiah University of Applied Science, 

Bangalore interacted with Semester 6 students in our Department on 11-3-2025. Similarly, Resource Persons from 

St. Xavier’s University, Kolkata interacted with our students on 4th April, 2025. A total of 46 students participated in 

the programs along with the faculty of the Department that included the HoD, Dr. Samir Sharma, Ms. Nooreena 

Khan and Ms. Pritika Raya.  

.    

ACTIVITIES OF FACULTY 

DR. SAMIR SHARMA, ASST. PROFESSOR  & HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 

1. Dr. Samir Sharma was invited to the All India Radio (AIR) at Kurseong to deliver a Special Talk for the program 

titled "सीमा क्षेत्र बाट" (From the Borderlands) on "India's Neighbourhood Policy" on 4th July 2024. 



 

2. Dr. Samir Sharma was appointed as the Head of the Selection Committee along with Mrs Gyanshree Pradhan 

(Southfield College) and Mr Penden Tshering (former Secretary, Government of India) in the process to provide 

scholarships to students for the preparation of the UPSC examinations in 2024-25. The Scholarships are provided by 

the Gorkhaland Territorial Administration (GTA) led by its Chief Executive Shri Anit Thapa in collaboration with the 

Darjeeling Welfare Society (DWS) headed by Shri H.V Shringla, former Foreign Secretary to the Government of 

India and G20 Coordinator. 

 

3. Dr. Samir Sharma was invited as the Chief Guest and Keynote Speaker on the occasion of “Nepali Bhasa Manyata 

Diwas” or Nepali Language Recognition Day, which is celebrated annually on August 20th in India. The program was 

organized by the Department of Nepali at St. Joseph’s College, Darjeeling.  

   

4. Dr. Samir Sharma was invited to Salesian College (Autonomous) Siliguri to deliver a “Special Lecture” on the 

digital futures of South Asia on 23 September 2024. 

    

5. Dr. Samir Sharma was invited to join as Non-Resident Associate Fellow at the Centre of Excellence for Himalayan 

Studies (CHS) - SNU (Delhi NCR) for a period of one year starting on 1 January 2025 by the Selection Committee.  

6. Dr. Samir Sharma was invited to participate in the seventh edition of the India Think Tank Forum (2025) 

organised by the Observer Research Foundation (ORF) at Hayatt Regency, New Delhi on 5-6 February. The theme 

for this year was titled "Shaping a Resilient Global Order". The Keynote Address was delivered by Shri Tanmay 

Lal, Secretary (West), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, and the sessions traversed a spectrum of 

topics by experts/scholars from over 100+ Think Tanks across India. 



 

7. Dr. Samir Sharma was invited to the University of Calcutta, Department of Political Science to speak and present 

on the occasion of their Annual National Seminar titled "Borders of Politics: Challenges and Negotiations" on 17-

18 February, 2025 to present a research paper on the complex topic of the "open border" of India and Nepal flagging 

9 critical issues including the 1950 Treaty. 

  

8. Dr. Samir Sharma’s translation was published by the Centre of Excellence for Himalayan Studies, SNU (Delhi-

NCR). The translation is titled “नेपालमा चीनको सैन्य कूटनीति" and is part of the Occasional Paper (No. 3, Feb 2024). It was 

originally written by Dr. Atul Kumar as "China's Military Diplomacy in Nepal: Soft Balancing Against India and 

Attendant Complications". Dr. Kumar is currently Associate Member at the University of Sydney's China Studies 

Centre in Sydney, Australia.  

[Sharma, S. (2024). नेपालमा चीनको सैन्य कूटनीति (Trans.). Occasional Paper, No. 3, Feb, Centre of Excellence for Himalayan 

Studies, SNU (Delhi-NCR)] 

 

9. Dr. Samir Sharma was published the translation of Deccan Herald’s piece on Sikkim’s Geopolitics  has been 

published by the Centre of Excellence for Himalayan Studies (CHS), SNU (Delhi-NCR). It is titled ‘तिब्बि सीमा’ को सन्दर्भमा 

र्ूराजनीति” and was originally written by CHS Director Dr. Jabin T. Jacob as, ‘There’s more to the “Tibet border” speech 

than geopolitics’, for the newspaper Deccan Herald (9 August 2024).  

[Sharma, S. (2024). तिब्बि सीमा’ को सन्दर्भमा र्ूराजनीति. (Trans.) Deccan Herald, Centre of Excellence for Himalayan Studies, 

SNU (Delhi-NCR)] 

 



 

10. Dr. Samir Sharma coedited a volume titled "Digital Governance and Digital Politics in South Asia" and 

published by Bloomsbury in collaboration with Prof. Dipankar Sinha (University of Calcutta). The volume covers 5 

South Asian countries - India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Nepal and was the result of the International 

Conference held in September 2022 at the Department of Political Science, St. Joseph's College, North Point, 

Darjeeling.  

[Sinha, D., & Sharma., S. (2024). Digital Governance and Digital Politics in South Asia (ed.), Bloomsbury:New 

Delhi] 

 

12. Dr. Samir Sharma was invited as a Judge for the Inter-School Debate Competitions (Class 10 and 12) on 3rd 

May 2025. The event was organized by the Association of Heads of Listed ICSE Schools of Darjeeling District 

(AHLIS) and was held at Himali Boarding School, Kurseong.  

   
 

DR. PADAM NEPAL, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 

1. Dr. Padam Nepal attended the workshop for editing and finalizing of the “Constitution of India in Nepali Phase III” 

from 2-14 December, 2024 at the National Translation Mission at the Central Institute of Indian Languages, Mysore. 

2. Dr. Padam Nepal was invited to deliver an online address at the UGC Malaviya Mission Teacher Centre Panjabi 

University on 17th January 2025 for the Refresher Course on “Languages”. 

3. Dr. Padam Nepal delivered a plenary lecture on “Contextualizing Patterns of Gorkha Caste Mobilizations in Assam 

and Future Possibilities” in the National Seminar titled Assam After 1980: Politics, Identity and Development, 

organized by the Tribal Studies Centre & Department of History, Assam University on 6-7 March, 2025. 

4. Dr. Padam Nepal Chaired a session in the National Seminar titled “Assam After 1980: Politics, Identity and 

Development”, organized by the Tribal Studies Centre & Department of History, Assam University on 6-7 March, 

2025. 


